
Best Restaurant 
Reef 
2600 Travis 
Houston 
713-526-8282 
www.reefhouston.com 
 
Reef is an intensely local restaurant that caters to our 
city's culinary eccentricities. Chef-owner Bryan 
Caswell, who grew up in Houston, used to do a lot of 
fishing. Fishermen understand the treasures of the 
Gulf of Mexico in a way that non-fishermen never 
quite get. At Reef, the menu changes every day to 
take advantage of what's available. Sure, there's 
shrimp, crab, oysters and red snapper. But there's 
also wahoo with plantains, tripletail with artichokes, 
amberjack with asparagus and sheepshead with 
orange mustard. But Reef isn't just giving Gulf sea-
food its much-deserved props, it is also paying hom-
age to the whole spectrum of influences that makes 
food taste like it came from Houston. Vietnamese hot 
pot, Indian raita, Mexican carnitas and Southern corn 
pudding might sound like an odd combination of 
things to put on the same menu — except in Houston 
where we eat Vietnamese, Indian, Mexican and Gulf 
Southern cooking all the time. Reef also has the best 
wine deals in town. A bottle of Jermann pinot grigio 
that sells for $65 in an Italian restaurant across town 
goes for $39 at Reef. There's not another restaurant 
or wine bar in Houston that keeps their wines in tem-
perature-controlled storage and sells them at these 
prices. 
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